
Whereas, Concordia University, St. Paul is the most affordable private university in Minnesota; 
and

Whereas, 42 percent of our students receive funding through the Pell Grant program; and

Whereas, over 800 students receive funding through the Minnesota State Grant program; and

Whereas, the Pell Grant and the State Grant make higher education affordable for our 
students; and

Whereas, Governor Tim Walz and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan have made investments in higher

education a top priority and invested in the State Grant program; and

Whereas, our Congressional representatives, Senator Amy Klobuchar, Senator Tina Smith, and 
Representative Betty McCollum have championed increases in the Pell Grant program and 
supported issues important to higher education; and

Whereas, legislative leaders in the Minnesota Senate and House, especially Senator David 
Tomassoni and Representative Connie Bernardy, have supported the State Grant program; and

Whereas, legislative leaders in the Minnesota House and Senate, especially Representatives Ruth

Richardson and Jim Davnie and Senator Roger Chamberlain, have invested in “teachers of color” 
programs; and

Whereas, education leaders, such as OHE Commissioner Dennis Olson have provided strong 
support for the State Grant program and college accessibility and affordability; and

Whereas, Concordia University, St. Paul celebrates the rich higher education ecosystem in 
Minnesota and the strong leadership of our elected and appointed education leaders; so

I proclaim that Concordia University, St. Paul celebrates the 3 rd day of December 2021, as

Thank You “Minnesota Education Champions” Day at Concordia University, St. Paul.
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